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Newsnotes
SIEV

The members of SIEV, the International Secretariat of Vincentian
Studies, met in Rome on 7-8 January 1997. Among the matters discussed were a Vincentian Month on the theme of popular missions, to
be held in Paris 7 July to 2 August 1997; the project of developing a CD
ROM of Vincentian texts, including the works of Saint Vincent de Paul
and other important texts of the Congregation of the Mission; the
preparation of a bibliography on Saint John Gabriel Perboyre; researching documents that the Vatican has issued in favor of the Congregation of the Mission since 1876, the year of the last such collection;
and preparation of a colloque on missions in countries with a large
Moslem presence.
Vincentian Studies Institute
After serving ten years, Rev. Stafford Poole, C.M. has stepped
down as the editor of Vincentian Heritage and as publications editor for
the Vincentian Studies Institute. Father Poole has been replaced by
Mr. Nathaniel Michaud. As Publications Editor, Mr. Michaud will
work out of the Institute's Chicago office. Father Poole will continue
as a member of the V.S.I. representing the Western Province. We are
grateful to Father Poole for his years of service as editor. The professional and scholarly quality of our publications has been largely due
to his untiring efforts.
After serving fifteen years as the Institute's Executive Secretary,
Mrs. Gerry Hartel is retiring. The Institute is very grateful to Gerry fur

her dedicated service and her friendship. We wish her many happy
years of retirement. With Mrs. Hartel's departure all Institute operations at St. Mary's of the Barrens in Perryville, Missouri will be transferred to the Institute's Chicago Office as of 1 July 1997.
After completing two terms as a member of the Vincentian Studies Institute and several terms as Secretary, Sister Martha Beaudoin,
D.C. has stepped down from membership in the Institute. Sister
Martha's service to advancing the mission of the Vincentian Studies
Institute has been exemplary and her talents deeply appreciated. Sister Martha's replacement, representing the Northeast province of the
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Daughters of Charity, is Sister Sheila O'Friel, D.C.
Publications
Books
Henry Phillips, Professor in the Department of French Studies at
the University of Manchester, has just published Church and culture in
Seventeenth-century France (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1997). Phillips presents a unique in-depth study which, as the title
implies, focuses upon the Catholic church and its role in the cultural
life of seventeenth-century France. In particular, the work synthesizes
social, religious, and intellectual history from literature and art to
orthodoxy and belief. As the first work of its type to be published in
English, Phillips' study provides a valuable new resource in the field
of Vincentian studies.
Of particular interest is a new work published by David O'Connell,
Ph.D., professor of French at Georgia State University, The Irish Roots
of Margaret Mitchell's Gone With The Wind (Decatur, GA: Claves and
Petry, Ltd., 1996). A remarkable study of the famed novel, O'Connell's
work links the genesis of GWTW not only with Mitchell's Irish roots
but with her Catholic family heritage. Included in this is a chapter on
Reverend Abram J. Ryan, the highly-esteemed Vincentian poet and
apologist for the Confederate cause. O'Connell theorizes on the importance of Reverend Ryan, why he was included in GWTW, and
reprints several of his influential poems. Of further note comes word
to us from Doctor O'Connell that he will be continuing his study of
Reverend Ryan. The result should be a biography which will shed
new light in Vincentian studies and offer a much needed exploration
of so important a figure.
Joseph Bergin has recently had published, The Making of the French
Episcopate 1589-1661 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1996). Bergin
focuses his attention upon the many influences on the episcopate in
this wide ranging yet finely sculpted study. From little-known bishops to social, political, and ecclesiastical history, the work covers a
tremendous amount of material. Those interested in Vincentian studies will be impressed by the numerous references to Saint Vincent de
Paul and his role in the history of the episcopate, for example, his role
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as both mentor and maker of bishops. The study concludes with a
comprehensive biographical dictionary useful to any scholar of religious history.
Miguel Perez Flores, C.M. Revestirse del EspIritu de Jesucristo.
Expresión de identidad vicenciana. Tenias de estudio. Editorial CEME,
Apdo. 353,37080 Salamanca, Spain, 1996 (441 pages). Coinciding with
the awakening of nature in the spring of 1996, Reverend Miguel Perez
Flores offers us one of his best works. The book is a large scale project
for which the author employed innumerable hours of patient and
laborious work. It proves his exhaustive knowledge of the material
treated. The work is divided into four parts. The first deals with five
basic themes of Vincentian spirituality; the second, the five characteristic virtues of the missionary; the third, the itinerary followed by
Saint Vincent for introducing vows into the Congregation; the fourth,
a study of each of the four vows. Finally, the author, in his twentysecond theme, the last of the book, gathers together the recommendations of the superiors general on the vows. Each chapter contains the
following points: an objective, an ordered exposition of the material,
and a final set of questions. The reader will also find citations from the
Magisterium of the Church, the writings of Saint Vincent, the superiors general, and the Constitutions of the Congregation of the Mission,
as well as from various spiritual masters. As Reverend Perez Flores
says in the prologue, the work is designed above all for aspirants to
the missionary life in the Congregation of the Mission: seminarians
and students. But also, an attentive study of this book will be very
profitable for all the members of the Congregations. It is a work in
which the reader will find the most characteristic points of Vincentian
spirituality, presented in a systematic manner. Moreover, each chapter combines fidelity to the Congregation's past and post-conciliar
spirituality. Once this book has been translated into other languages,
it could become a basic manual for houses of formation in the various
provinces of the Congregation of the Mission.
Our congratulations and thanks to Reverend Miguel Pérez-Flores
for the valuable service he gives to the members of the Congregation
of the Mission through the publication of this book. (J. Ignacio
Fernandez de Mendoza, CM.).
Luigi Nuovo, C.M. San Giovanni Gabriele Perboyre Missionario e
martire sulla croce con Cristo. Edizioni San Paolo, Alba (Cuneo), Italy,
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1996 (87 pages). This is a short, compact biography of one of the most
important Vincentian missionaries of the nineteenth century. The
author teaches church history at two institutes of theology in Genoa
and Piacenza.
Luigi Chierotti, C.M. Suor Gabriella Borgarino "Provvidenza Divina."
Cooperazione Vincenziana, Genoa, Italy, 1996 (69 pages). This is a
short biography of an Italian Daughter of Charity, who was born in
1880 and died in the odor of sanctity in 1949. She seems to have been
favored by special communications and manifestations from heaven,
but, above all, she gave an example of great holiness of life in humble,
devoted service.
Giovanni Burdese, C.M. Educare, servIzio divino. Contributo a!' opera
educativa nello spirito vincenziano. Quaderni Vincenziani 2, C.L.V.
Edizioni Vincenziane, Rome, Italy, 1996 (58 pages). This booklet is a
collection of four conferences by the author, a professor of religion and
humanities for many years. They were given in various circumstances
to teachers and educators, including Daughters of Charity and their
collaborators. The conferences deal successively with education, first
duty of culture; Vincent and Louise, models of educators, the educative responsibility in the Vincentian Catholic school, and the educational responsibility of the Daughters of Charity with respect to young
people.
Giovanni Burdese, C.M. Incontro a Cristo verso ii terzo Millennio.
Traccia per una inculturazione del carisma della carità. Libreria Editrice
Vaticana, Vatican City, 1996 (110 pages). "The pages of this volume
offer a particularly interesting perspective for those looking at the
people of our times 'with the eyes and heart of Saint Vincent de Paul.'
The prominent place given to some essential ideas indicates how they
can become fruitful guides for reflection on the reality of the Vincentian
charism and the means by which it can be understood and can respond to the expectations of contemporary society. The words 'culture,' 'inculturation,' and 'new evangelization' indicate the key points
to develop and assimilate in order to be at the service of the Church
today." (Cardinal Eduardo Martinez Somalo, in the book's preface).
Carlo Braga, C.M., Giovanni Burdese, C.M. Servire è regnare:
Obbedienza, Autorità, Corresponsabilità nel pensiero e nell' esperienza dei
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Fondatori. Quaderni Vincenziani 3, C.L.V. Edizioni Vincenziane, Rome,
Italy, 1996 (92 pages). This booklet is a collection of two studies
originally written for sister servants of the Daughters of Charity and
dealing with questions of authority, obedience, and corresponsibility.
These issues are of interest to all members of the Vincentian family.
Richard J. Devine, C.M. Good Care, Painful Choices: Medical Ethics
for Ordinary People. Paulist Press, New York/Mahwah, NJ, U.S.A. 1996
(242 pages). The media abound with anecdotes about moral dilemmas
(test tube babies, surrogate mothers, difficult pregnancies, genetic
manipulations, organ transplants, AIDS, euthanasia, assisted suicide).
This book offers an introduction to these key medical ethics questions
for ordinary people who ask varied questions about medical ethics,
today, including surrogate motherhood, genetic manipulation, organ
transplants, euthanasia, and assisted suicide. This is a work that can
be of great help to students of all ages, adult discussion groups, priests
and pastoral assistants, health professionals, and the general public.
Jean-Yves Ducourneau, C.M. Una semilla de eternidad: Saint JeanGabriel Perboyre. Editions Mediaspaul, Paris, France, 1996 (157 pages).
The author is a young priest of the Congregation who ministers in the
pastoral sector of Catus, where Mongesty, the native village of J.G.
Perboyre, is located. He writes a biography of the saint, citing abundantly from Perboyre's letters in which he reveals himself in depth.
This little book, with numerous illustrations, offers a good, simple,
and vivid presentation of Saint John Gabriel, destined for the general
public.
Bruce Innes. Priest and Scientist: Joseph Slattery, Australia's First
Radiographer. Bathurst, Australia, Crawford Publishing House, 1996
(116 pages). This book recounts the life of a priest of the Congregation
of the Mission who was born in Ireland in 1896 and taught at Saint
Stanislaus College in Bathurst, Australia. There he discovered x-rays
experimentally, practically at the same time as the German, Röntgen.
He was also one of the pioneers in radio transmission. He died in 1931.
This work tries to penetrate the life of this exceptional man, who was
at the same time professor, scientist, and priest. It analyzes the influence of Father Slattery on science today and shows how his personality left its mark on those with whom he lived.
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Philip Waishe, C.M. John Gabriel Perboyre C.M. (1802-1840). 1996
(52 pages). Another short biography of John Gabriel Perboyre, which
situates the recently canonized missionary in the context of the epoch
and recounts in an evocative manner the history of the Catholic missions of China.
Journals
The Annali della Missione, 103, no. 4(1996), published by the Italian
provinces of the Vincentian Community, features the following articles: "Missionari Oggi" by Robert Maloney, CM.; "Vendere calici"
also by P. Robert Maloney, CM.; "Ii carisma vincenziano in Africa. Ii
servizio dei Missionari vincenziani al clero abissino" by Zeracristos
Yosief, CM.; "S. Giustino De Jacobis negli scritti del Card. Guglielmo
Massaja," by Antonino Rosso, O.F.M. Capp.; "Costruire la Chiesa:
l'esperienza di Federico Ozanam" and "Umiltà, virtu'di pienezza" by
Luigi Mezzadri, CM.; "Communità in dialogo" by Matteo Tagliaferri
C.M.; and lastly "P. Celso Sutti ci ha lasciato" by Rolando Siveri, C.M.
Annali della Missione, 104, no. 1 (1997), contributes: "Beatificazione
di Antonio Federico Ozanam;" "Cronologia essenziale di Antonio
Federico Ozanam;" "Federico Ozanam, precursore della attuale teologia
dellaicato" by José Maria Roman, CM.; "Attualità di Federico Ozanam"
by Niccolô Rodolico; "Ii pensiero di Ozanam" by Gian Paolo Meucci;
"Una famiglia eccezionale!"; "Federico Ozanam sempre vivo" by
Giacomo Fiori; "Le cause dei santi della famiglia Vincenziana" by
Roberto D'Amico, CM.; "La morte del Succo: testimonianza dei
confratelli" by Mario Mordiglia, C.M.; "P. Succo: rimpianto dei G.V.V."
by Deda Acacia Peyrani; "P. Lino Agazzi: ricordi di una comunità di
vita" by Giancarlo Silveri; and "I nostri defunti."
Vincentiana, number 1 (January-February 1997), focuses upon
Formators of the Clergy and features three articles of note: "Our
Ministry to Help Form the Diocesan Clergy. Yesterday and Today" by
Robert Maloney, CM.; "Collaborating in Formation for Evangelization. The Raison d'être of the Congregation of the Mission and the
Seminary Apostolate in California, U.S.A." by Richard Benson, CM.;
and "The Intercession for Priests. Ministering to Priests in the Charism
of St. Vincent" by Kevin Scallon, C.M. The issue concludes with the
fascinating study: "Genealogical Development of the Vincentian Fam
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ily" by Betty Ann McNeil, D.C., a companion piece to her recently
published monograph The Vincentian Family Tree.
The most recent Vincentiana, number 2 (March-April 1997), provides a wealth of informative and useful material. The General Curia
reprints three recent "Letters of the Superior General Robert Maloney,
C.M." The Curia also includes: an "Information Sheet on the work and
decisions of S.I.E.V." (International Secretariat of Vincentian Studies);
"1996 Statistics of the Congregation of the Mission;" and "Appointments and Confirmations by the Superior General." The Feature section offers three articles devoted to the formation of Vincentian students: "The Present State of the Formation of our students throughout
the World" by J. Ignacio Fernandez de Mendoza, C.M.; "The Formation of our Confreres in the thought of St. Vincent. Elements of a
Spirituality" by Luigi Nuovo, CM.; and "Some key points about the
formation of our members today" by Kazimierz Stelmach, C.M. Superior General Robert Maloney, C.M. contributes two timely studies:
"On Vincentian involvement in Parishes" and "On the Vincentian
Family." And finally, Jean-Pierre Renouard, C.M. concludes the issue
with his study: "Fr. André Dodin's contribution to Vincentian Studies."

